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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Merrimack Valley Region in northeastern Massachusetts is susceptible to a wide
array of natural hazards including: floods, severe thunderstorms, winter storms,
tornadoes, earthquakes, and hurricanes. The economic cost of these disasters can be
staggering. In addition, such disasters can bring social and emotional upheaval to our
communities. A Natural Hazards Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan outlines actions that
our communities can take now to reduce the impact of these natural disasters when
and if they occur later. Pre-Disaster mitigation breaks the costly cycle of recurrent
damage and increasing reconstruction costs.

The Merrimack Valley Planning Commission (MVPC) has developed a regional multi-
hazard mitigation plan in partnership with the thirteen (13) municipalities of Andover,
Boxford, Georgetown, Groveland, Haverhill, Lawrence, Merrimac, Methuen, Newbury,
North Andover, Rowley, Salisbury, and West Newbury. This Regional Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Plan is prepared in accordance with the federal Disaster Mitigation Act (DMA)
of 2000. The purpose of the Plan is to mitigate potential damage from those natural
hazards that are deemed to be a threat to the Merrimack Valley region.

The Plan contains goals and objectives for developing the Plan, an assessment and
inventory of natural hazard risks, a vulnerability analysis based on the geographic
location of critical infrastructure and facilities, and an existing protections matrix.
Through discussions with local officials and the Multi Hazard Community Planning
Team, a list of hazard mitigation actions and projects has been developed for future
implementation. As required by federal regulation, the Plan will be reviewed and
updated every five years to keep it both current and relevant.

The completion and scheduled updating of the Plan will maintain the region’s eligibility
for certain types of federal funds to implement mitigation initiatives that may be funded
under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program.
The Plan also will reduce the region’s vulnerability to natural disasters by effectively
identifying appropriate projects for the limited amount of funding that is made available
in the future. This Plan also attempts to link community planning and pre-disaster
planning, incorporating information from the local Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plans, where
available.

Development of a regional mitigation plan before disaster strikes will result in the most
efficient and effective means of reducing the loss of life and property in the Valley
region. Mitigation assists in helping minimize or prevent damage to structures,
infrastructure, and other resources. The regional nature of this plan helps to ensure that
mitigation strategies and actions are coordinated across municipal boundaries.
Enhanced coordination among communities should also help to ensure that post-
disaster recovery efforts proceed in a collaborative, efficient, and timely manner.
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