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1. Envision the future of transportation in the 
Merrimack Valley.

2. Create a plan to meet the needs of the 
Region through the UPWP and the TIP.

1. Conduct studies and collect data.
2. Work with communities to develop projects.
3. Supports the creation of TIP and MTP.

Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP)

Metropolitan Transportation Plan
(MTP)

MVMPO
3C Documents Infographic

Public Participation Plan
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METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORTATION
PLAN

• 25-year plan for federally 
funded transportation projects  
programmed for implementation.  

• Financially Constrained 

• Planning horizon: 2024-2050 

• Projects must be in the MTP 
or address the goals or 
performance measures to be 
funded through the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP).
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What is in the Plan?
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1. Introduction
2. Vision, Goals, and Objectives
3. Public Engagement
4. Coordination with State, Regional, and Local Plans
5. Federal Performance Meausures
6. Merrimack Valley Today and Tomorrow
7. Transportation Network Performance
8. Implementation
9. GHG Emissions Impact
10. Conclusion
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Vision & Goals
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The MVMPO envisions a 
multi-modal transportation 
system that is safe, equitable, 
accessible, sustainable, cost-
effective and ensures our 
region is livable for people 
today and in the future.

Vision
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Significantly Reduce Severe and Fatal Injuries 

Improve Transportation Mode Share Balance

Ensure Environmental Sustainability

Promote Economic Vitality

Ensure Equitable Access

Advance Resilient Networks

Maintain a State of Good Repair

Support Compact Land Use and Attainable Housing

Goals
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Merrimack Valley Today and 
Tomorrow
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A Brief History of Transportation and Land Use

Downtown Haverhill 1935 
(Source: Haverhill Public 
Library)

Downtown Haverhill 1962 
(Source: Haverhill Public 
Library)
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Views of Downtown Haverhill on 
Locke Street Early 1900s (Source: 
Haverhill Public Library).

A View Down Locke Street Towards 
Downtown Haverhill, 2019 (Source: 
Google Maps)
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Location of Surface Parking Lots in Downtown Haverhill (Source, MassINC). 
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Building Permits Issued in Massachusetts 
1960-2018 (DHCD) 

Percent growth in resident population, 
developed land, and vehicle mileage 
of travel, 1982-1997. (source: U.S. Census 
Bureau, USDOA, and USDOT)
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Transportation Today

Merrimack Valley Car Ownership

 No cars 1 car 2 cars 3 cars 4 or more cars

According to AAA, the average cost 
of car ownership was $10,728 a year, 
or $894 a month, in 2022.

Regional household income is $81,134. 
Car ownership accounts for 13% 
or more of the median household 
income.



15 of 41 MV VISION Update

Casa Blanca Restaurant on Main Street in 
Andover and other restaurants have outdoor 
dining (Source: Eagle Tribune).

In the leftmost image, one bus carries 44 
people in a space about three car lengths. In 
the rightmost image, 44 cars carry one person 
each. (Source: Cycling Promotion Fund) 
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Environment

Massachusetts Vehicle Miles Traveled 1990 to 2020 and 2050 forecast 
(Source: MassDEP).

MA GHG Emissions for Major Sectors (Source: MassDEP) Vehicle Production share and fuel economy, 1975 to 2025 (Source: U.S. EPA)
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Reducing VMT by driving less and 
walking, biking, and taking trasit more can:

Reduce health risks

Improve the safety of roadways

Encourage compact land use

Preserve open space

Improve local economy

Support community building

Allow independent mobility
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Population

• The MVMPO Region has just over 366,000 
residents

• 56.6% of residents live in the region’s 
gateway cities of Lawrence, Haverhill and 
Methuen

• Newburyport and Amesbury are the largest 
cities in the eastern Merrimack Valley

• Lawrence is by far the most densely 
populated community- more than 5 times 
more densely populated than Methuen, 
Newburyport, and Haverhill
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• The MVMPO region had 
144,164 jobs in 2021

• Andover had the most 
jobs- 35,391 

• Lawrence and 
Newburyport rank 
ahead of Andover in 
terms of jobs per square 
mile

Employment
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Population and Employment Projections

Population Projections 
and Share of 
Population by Region
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Projected 
Municipal Growth 
and Decline
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Transportation Network 
Performance
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Inflow & Outflow 
of Workers 2020

• 62% of workers living 
in the Merrimack 
Valley are employed 
outside the region

• 55% of people 
employed in the 
Merrimack Valley live 
outside the region



25 of 41 MV VISION Update



26 of 41 MV VISION Update



27 of 41 MV VISION Update



28 of 41 MV VISION Update



29 of 41 MV VISION Update

• 74% of commuting to work by MV 
residents is done by driving alone

• Andover (65.2%), Newburyport 
(66.1%), and Lawrence (69.4%) 
have the lowest rates of driving 
alone to work

• Andover has the highest rate of 
working from home (21.7%)

• Lawrence has the highest 
percentage of people who 
carpool (15.3%) and higher rates 
of walking, biking, and public 
transit trips to work

•  Newburyport has the highest 
percentage of walking to work  
(4.6%) 
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Jobs Accessible 
45 min. by Car
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Jobs Accessible 
60 min. by Transit
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• 9.8% of MV households have 
no vehicles

• 24.6% of Lawrence households 
have no vehicles

• While Lawrence has a high 
percentage of households 
with no vehicles, 84.7% of 
commuting by Lawrence 
residents is done by car, truck, 
or van, either by driving alone 
or carpooling
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• 56% of households 
live within a 
10-minute walk 
of a bike lane or 
shared-use path.
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• 83% of Households 
with no vehicles live 
within a 10-minute 
walk of a MeVa 
Bus Route or MBTA 
Commuter Rail stop.



35 of 41 MV VISION Update

• 48% of People 
Living in REJ+ 
Communities 
live within a 
10-minute walk 
of a bike lane or 
shared-use path 
of significance.



36 of 41 MV VISION Update

• 88% of residents in 
REJ+ communities live 
within a 10-minute 
walk of a MeVa 
Bus Route or MBTA 
Commuter Rail stop.
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Implementation
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CAPITAL AND STRATEGIC 
INVESTMENT GOALS
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Questions and 
Comments


